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Teaching & Learning Update

Safeguarding Update

It has, without doubt, been an incredibly busy term for our
staff and children. I wrote earlier in the year about the importance of the spring term, widely known to be the term
when the children make the most progress and the one when
teachers begin to prepare children for end of term tests and
Statutory Assessments. Since the start of term, the hard work
and dedication has been put into action as the children in Y2
and Y6 completed SATs tests, and children across the Federation completed GL tests just before May half term as part of
our measure of attainment and pupil progress (Class 4 answered core subject progress checks and will complete GL
tests as a baseline measure on entry to St. Nicholas). The Y1
children have completed their phonics screen check this
week with Mrs Sanders. Through all of these tests and assessments the children have tried their very best and demonstrated resilience and a growth mind-set. Teachers across all
year groups are currently collating evidence to make final
judgements against the year standards - these will be published in the end of year reports, which you will receive in
early July.

Child Sexual exploitation (CSE) is sadly, and worryingly, on the
rise in the UK. All of our school staff across the Federation and
Collaboration have been trained to spot the signs of CSE as
part of the Government safeguarding agenda. It is important,
in our ever changing world, for us to realise that it is never too
early to learn how to support our children when it comes to
CSE. PACE (Parents Against Child Exploitation) offers similar
guidance and support for parents. PACE recognises, and celebrates, the lifelong commitment parents have for their children and understand the lengths to which you will go to keep
your child safe from harm. PACE helps parents across the UK
understand what might be happening to their child and how
parents are the prime agents in helping their child exit exploitative relationships. The PACE website offers a free and interactive resource for parents and carers, which takes you
through the issues in a safe and accessible format and can be
found by following this link: https://paceuk.info/training/keep
-them-safe/

Keep them safe is a free online learning tool

from Pace and Virtual College which has been accessed by
more than 29,000 parents and professionals (as of March
2016).

GDPR update
The Pinvin POPs and SNMS Friends PTA Colour Run
On Sunday 1st July the first joint event of the two PTAs will be
held: The inaugural Pinvin Federation Colour Run. The colour
run will be held on the school field from 11am. A familyfriendly event which promises to be great fun and a fantastic
way to support the raising of funds for the schools. For those
of you unfamiliar with what a colour run is - as you run/jog/
walk around the course, you will go through four different
colour stations which will shower you in safe, eco-friendly,
plant-based coloured powder. If walking or running the
marked route isn't for you, then there are other ways to support the event through visiting stalls manned by pupils and
PTA volunteers and also a BBQ. Entry is £7, which includes
protective eyewear and a finishers medal. It promises to be a
vibrant event! Look forward to seeing you there in all your
kaleidoscope -of-colour-glory!

On the 25 May 2018, the UK’s Data Protection Act 1998 was
replaced by a new law called the GDPR (the EU General Data
Protection Regulation 2016). This law governs how we collect,
use and share people’s information and provides greater
rights to individuals and control over how their information is
handled by organisations, including schools. We’re taking
steps to review and update our processes around how we are
handling your information and the DOWMAT has appointed
an external Data Protection Officer. Mr Dodson is now working across the Federation to help us get ready for the changes. We will publish more information about how we are
meeting the GDPR in September 2018, which will include a
privacy notice explaining how we handle pupil information,
what rights you have and how to exercise them and our policies around this. If in the meantime you would like to know
more about the GDPR and your rights, please visit the UK’s
data protection regulator, the Information Commissioner’s
Office at
http://www.ico.gov.uk

The Pinvin Fed-Express
Newsletter Issue 9 - June 2018
Enriching learning outside of the classroom
After a particularly busy few weeks for Year 2, Mrs Bowkett
felt it was time to take the children offsite to continue their
topic learning and learn more about what life was like during
World War II. The children travelled to The Black Country
Museum where they got to see and hear about life in the 30s
and 40s in Britain. When I asked a group of Y2s what their
highlight of the day had been they said it was visiting a Victorian style school where children may have been evacuated to
during the war. Apparently there was a very strict teacher
with the cane; so two vastly different things to life in school
in the ‘noughties’ Thank you to Mrs Bowkett and Mrs Rushen
for organising such an engaging experience
Staffing update
Mrs Sue Townley will very sadly be stepping down from her
role as the Federation Business Manager at the end of this
academic year, having supported the Federation for many
years; working at PFS before joining the SNMS office. She has
made a real difference to so many staff members, pupils and
families in her time at the schools. Mrs Townley has agreed
to continue to work at our Federation from September supporting the Inclusion team with attendance and the Senior
Leadership team with communication. It is with sadness I
write that Mrs Val Hunt has decided to step back from her
role as Office Administrator. Val began her time at SNMS as a
Teaching Assistant, and has since worked in the office for
many years. Her diligence and conscientious approach to her
task completion is second-to-none, as is her compassion and
care when dealing with sick or injured children. Mr Matthew
Modley has secured a role as class teacher at St George’s in
Kidderminster, starting in September. Matt has been pivotal in
developing the PE department over the last six years. He has
given many hours of dedication to club practices and bringing
new activities and coaches to the Federation of schools - we
wish him all the very best.
Mrs Lian Smith will also be leaving us at the end of this academic year. She will assume the
role of Lead Learning Mentor at Blessed Edwards secondary
school in Worcester. In a very short time Lian has had a huge
impact in supporting pupils across both schools. Our staff,
children and families will really miss her thorough yet compassionate approach.
Mrs Amanda Screen will be joining us
in September. She has experience in primary and secondary
schools and has a specialism in PE and Games. She is very much
looking forward to joining us at St. Nicholas. I am delighted to
announce Mrs Keziah Greenstreet has secured the teaching role
to cover Mrs Bowkett’s maternity leave based at Pinvin First
School.
We are making final arrangements to staffing across
the two schools so will report class teachers in due course.

And finally…
A huge well done and thank you to Mrs Perkins and the members of the Gardening Club of St Nicholas. In the last edition of
the Fed-Express, I wrote about the work and effort that had
gone into the Collaboration garden project, working in partnership with Himbleton First School and some expert assistance from Mrs Bennett and pupils from Pinvin.
On May 9th Mrs Perkins, Mrs Edwards and Mrs Pask, accompanied by a group of gardeners who were part of the initial
planning and construction phase, travelled to the Malvern
Show Ground, for the ‘Judging Day’ of the Spring Show. I am
delighted to announce the children wowed the judges when
they talked confidently about the Collaboration garden:
‘Coexist’. Other gardeners continued to impress the general
public over the course of the open weekend. The team also
received the accolade of ‘Team Manager’ for the best organisation. Myself and Miss Rushton were very proud to be the
Head Teachers of the three schools when we visited the gardens on the final day of the show - it was incredible achievement and an experience to be treasured. Well done!

