December 2019

Newsletter
Words from the Executive Head teacher...
It seems like only yesterday I was welcoming everyone back from their
summer holidays and saying hello to all of our new pupils, but here we are
only two weeks from the Christmas holiday.
This has been such a busy term for staff and pupils alike, with
curriculum changes, new teachers and visits and trips. Having spoken to the
children this week it seems as if they have thoroughly enjoyed all this
busyness.
We have also of course enjoyed a wonderful nativity in the Abbey this week.
The children sang and acted beautifully and they were a real credit to the
school.
The end of this year though also means some farewells and I just wanted to
say another warm and heartfelt adieu to both Mrs Coote and Mrs Chatterton.
They have worked tirelessly for the Federation over many years and we wish
them every happiness with their new adventures.
Finally I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Mrs Judith Tinsley

Words from the Head teacher...
As we near the end of another year I am especially reflective as I say goodbye to
the Federation after 18 very happy years. I have been lucky enough to meet and
teach so many amazing children since arriving at Pinvin as a Newly Qualified
Teacher and will take with me some truly wonderful memories of my time here.
As a Head teacher every day is exciting and challenging in different ways - some
small and some bigger, yet the constant joy of leaving my office to visit a
classroom, or reading a piece of work a proud pupil brings to me is, without
doubt, the element of my role I will miss the most. I have to say that the staff
team at Pinvin are fabulous and they work incredibly hard for your children; I
can’t think of another team I have been part of that work together so
supportively and are so caring towards one another and of the children. I must
though round this off with particular recognition of Mrs Coote: I know she is so
well-loved by all she has taught and worked alongside, and will be really missed
by everyone (& let’s not forget the artistic skills she brings us!) Good luck in your
new adventures Mrs Coote - we will keep our eyes open on Art Attack!
Finally, thank you for the unfailing support you have shown me and your very
kind words in wishing me well.
All that is left to say is to wish you a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for
2020. Mrs Rose will look forward to meeting you back on Tuesday 7th January
2020.
Mrs Bex Chatterton

Contact details
With the recent school
closure due to the
weather we were made
aware of contact
numbers/emails not
being correct for parents
and carers.
It is imperative that you
let us know if you
change your number or
email address as soon as
possible to ensure
important information is
reaching you.
Many thanks

Dates for your diary
December
Wednesday 11th - Panto—PM
Friday 13th - Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
Thursday 19th - POPs Disco/Grotto
Friday 20th - End of Term

January
Monday 6th - School closed for Staff Training
Tuesday 7th - Children to return to school
w/c Monday 13th - School clubs begin
Thursday 9th - Year 4 Malvern Trip Info Evening

February
Wednesday 5th—7th - Year 4 Malvern Trip
Thursday 13th - POPs Disco
Monday 17th - Start of Half Term
Monday 24th - Children to return to school

March
Thursday 5th - Parents Evening
Friday 20th - POPs Non Uniform Day fundraiser
Friday 27th - POPs Chocolate Bingo

April
Wednesday 1st - Easter Celebration
Tuesday 2nd - Year 2 SATs Information Evening—3:30pm
Thursday 2nd - POPs Disco
Friday 3rd - End of Term
Monday 20th - Children to return to school

Reception
Santa please stop here!
What an exciting time of the
year advent and Christmas is? Father Christmas made a very
special delivery into Early Years last week when he left them
a letter inviting them to write to him with their toy lists.
Since then the children have been putting their phonics and
writing skills to the test telling Santa what they would like to
receive. He also left two Advent calendars: One was the
more traditional one with chocolate hidden behind the
windows, but the other one was even more special: a stack
of reading books carefully wrapped in Christmas paper ready
to be unwrapped and enjoyed every day before we break up
for Christmas. I cant wait to hear all about the stories he has gifted us with...

Year One
Beep Beep! All aboard the Naughty Bus!
Class One have been enjoying the picture book ‘The Naughty
Bus’ this half term. Their work has centered around the
adventures of the very mischievous toy double-decker bus who
drives through a variety of intriguing places including a plate of
beans, over a leaping dog’s
legs & even into a fish pond!
Inspired by their reading, the
class have been on their first
trip this year exploring Pinvin
on our very own ‘Naughty
Bus’. The children had great
fun thinking about places around the school and the village
they could include in their innovated story. Be careful where
you walk, you never know what might be coming around the
corner!

Year Two

Class Two have really improved their resilience this
half term, as well as their attitudes to learning showing us they are ready to be challenged even
further. With our new ‘Mastery’ approach to our
maths lessons, Mrs Sanders and Mrs Hames have been
asking children to think more deeply through problem
solving and application of their knowledge to a new
situation. The children are currently working on their
addition and subtraction skills, yet also being provided
with the opportunity of applying and revisiting their
knowledge of shape and space from a few weeks ago.
Why don’t you try to solve the problem yourself?

Year Three
Do you have a pet with a problem? Well, Year Three are
here to help…
The class have been writing to Dr. K. Fisher (animal
expert) asking for help and advice from the point of
view of different types of animals. They’ve been
experimenting with different ways to engage the
reader, including rhetorical questions, humour and even
the use of word play for impact. The children have then
used models they have read to respond to the letters as
Dr. Fisher. Mrs Bowkett and Mrs Tudge have been really impressed with their
improving sense of what is needed to interest different readers. Well done Class Three!

Year Four
Were the Romans really THAT Rotten?
Last month, Class Four flung open the doors of their amphitheater
to unsuspecting gladiators (in the guise of parents and carers)
who experienced an afternoon of Roman craft, gaming & even
sampled fine honey cake delicacies! During the afternoon, the
children and adults made shields, worked with clay, painted
frescos and learnt all about Roman cuisine. The work created was
really inspiring - thank you to Mrs Coote and Mrs Brain for
organising this. Sadly, the floods throughout Pershore and
Worcester meant Year Four couldn't make their visit to Number8
to watch the ‘Horrible Histories’ film; I am told that by the time
you read this they will have the answer to my question…

Beeline Festival

Featuring some of the country’s leading
storytellers, illustrators, musicians, authors and
puppeteers, the Beeline Storytelling Festival
offered a wide range of projects, events, and
performances to celebrate storytelling in all its
forms, creating fun, inspirational experiences for
our audiences and participants alike. A selection of
children from Pinvin First School went on the
minibus and were able to experience the festival
first hand!

The Nativity Rocked...
After hearing mere soundbites of the songs from the depths of my office over the last few weeks I was especially excited to
take my seat in the beautiful and majestic setting of Pershore Abbey for the performance of ‘It’s a Nativity’. The children of
Pinvin First School did themselves, their teachers, their parents and me very proud. They sang, danced and performed like
true professionals and yet the true meaning of ‘the greatest story ever told’ was not lost in the fun and excitement of the
evening. I have been humming the tunes all evening and will be a nativity I will never forget - it really was ’Full to the brim’
with joy. Thank you to all of the
teachers and support team who
have put the performance together
and special mention to Mrs Bowkett
for organising the truly magical
event.

Headline feedback from Autumn term Parent Survey
Thank you to those of you who took the time to complete the online parent survey last month. A detailed
analysis of the data return is currently being undertaken by the Senior Leadership Team and areas of
development will be built upon in the new year.
The areas of education parents feel we do well:


Children like school and feel safe and happy.



Children enjoy their learning and school.



It is clearly and distinctively a church school.



We value good attendance and punctuality.



The new monthly newsletter is informative.

The areas of education parents feel we could develop:


Ensuring parents know how children can make further progress in their learning.



Offering a wider range of extra-curricular activities.



Make adaptions to the behaviour policy to encourage all children to make positive choices throughout their learning and play.

Attendance Matters
As you know we have been taking a much tougher stance on attendance this year. The national
average last academic year was 95.8% and is our school target for this year. As you can see below
we have improved our attendance this year, with some classes being above or just below the
national score, but we must continue to value attendance as a key driver for positive learning
outcomes.
Current Overall attendance:

94.6% (despite a round of seasonal sickness)

Pupils currently with 100%:

33 children = 28%

Pupils currently with 97% and above:

57 pupils = 49%

Classes current attendance

Class 4

96.4%

Class R 94.7%
Class 3

94.6%

Class 2

94.5%

Class 1

93%

This terms’ ‘Stars of the Week’

Keeping our children safe this Christmas: Online
safety
Did you know Fortnite is actually a platform game for
children aged 13 years and above?
With many children putting computers, ipads and game
consoles on their Christmas lists this year, concerns about
keeping our children safe online is surely at the forefront
of parents’ minds. The internet is a wonderful tool for all
generations but should be respected. Parents report to us
that keeping up with rapid technological advances and
developments in such apps as Fortnite can be stressful and
often confusing. Please use the link below which details
latest advice for the online platform game:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/fortnitechapter-2/

Poppy Appeal
Thank you very much for everyone who purchased Poppies and
other items at Pinvin First School. We are delighted to say that we
have successfully raised £166.42 which we were delighted to
pass on to The Royal British Legion. Thank you!

Children In Need
Although slightly delayed our Children In Need Pyjama Day took
place on Friday 22nd November 2019. Pinvin Federation
successfully raised £424.36 through donations from everyone
wearing there favourite Pyjamas and also two Pudsey quizzes we
held for the children in school.
Thank you!

A big

thank you to Ken

and Jen Mason from Pershore
who have kindly donated a tree
to Pinvin First School which will
be placed in the entrance to the
school.

Pinvin First School
Main Street,
Pinvin,
Worcestershire
WR10 2ER
Phone: 01386 554 196
E-mail:
office@pinvinfed.co.uk

Gold Assembly Dates — 2:45pm
Friday 6th December—General
Friday 13th December — Reception
Friday 20th December — General

