January 2020

Newsletter
Words from the Executive Head teacher...
Dear Parents and Carers
A belated Happy New Year to everyone. Term has had a very busy start with the children returning full of energy.
I am pleased to say that the changes in the timing of the day at both schools has also been well received and have had a
really positive impact on the day. At the Middle school children now come into class at 8.40 which had given a really
calm and organised start to the day. The new lunchtime arrangements have been a little rushed and so we have altered
the timings for when the children go into the hall and also ordered additional seating to make sure everyone has time to
eat their dinner. In the First school the slightly earlier lunch has made a real difference for our younger children as they
are now eating at 12.00pm giving them a more balanced day.
We have welcomed several new members of staff at the start of term. They are as follows:
Appointments


Mrs Emma Rose – Head of School Pinvin First School



Miss Geraldine Smith - 0.8 Teacher for Yr 3



Mrs Rachel Hill Kelly - 3 day a week SEN TA PFS



Mr Hayden Stanyard - Learning Mentor (Behaviour) SNMS



Mrs Amy Rowley 2 days a week SENCo Maternity Cover Federation



Mr Callum Worrell Full time Sen TA Federation



Claire Dolan – move from cover supervisor to NQT in Year 7

Sadly, Mr Alan Dodson has taken the decision, for personal reasons, to stand down as an Assistant Head of St Nicholas
Middle School. However, we are pleased that he will still remain as a Year 6 teacher and also he will continue to support
teachers with Maths in Year 7. We will be appointing internally to cover Mr Dodson’s leadership time.
There are many activities to look forward to this half term, including the Year 5 Young Voices Trip next week, plus many
sporting activities. We were also delighted to have so many Year 4’s visit our school last week form our feeder First
Schools to enjoy an enrichment afternoon too.
Within the future leadership plans the school I am pleased to say that the advertisement for the Head teacher of the
Federation has been published and we have already had several interested candidates who will be visiting over the next
few weeks. Obviously as soon as the Governors and DOWMAT have made the appointment we will let you know.
Here’s to a great half term of new learning!
Kind regards
Judith Tinsley
Executive Head teacher

Words from the Head of School…..
It has been a wonderful start to my term as Head of School at PFS. I have enjoyed getting to know the staff and pupils
and meeting parents. I have been blown away by the teamwork and love that I have seen.
I have been delighted by the way the children have embraced our new gems award for demonstrating values around
school and on the playground and I was pleased by the number of gems that were put into our School Gem Jar this
week.
Mindfulness at Pinvin First
Since the start of January each class has been dedicating a 15 minute daily session to a Mindfulness Activity. These
activities have included yoga, stillness and circle-time. At the same time we have invested in a high quality PSHE
curriculum resource scheme called JIGSAW that supports our curriculum driver of mindfulness.
The benefits of practicing Mindfulness at school:
Mindfulness can help pupils to reduce stress and anxiety, strengthen attention and focus, support social and emotional
growth, and help pupils to better resolve the conflicts that arise.

Mrs Rose

Dates for your diary
February
Wednesday 5th—7th - Year 4 Malvern Trip
Thursday 13th - POPs Disco
Monday 17th - Start of Half Term
Monday 24th - Children to return to school
March
Monday 2nd—6th - Sponsored Reading Week
Thursday 5th - Parents Evening
Friday 20th - POPs Non Uniform Day fundraiser
Friday 27th - POPs Chocolate Bingo
April
Wednesday 1st - Easter Celebration
Tuesday 2nd - Year 2 SATs Information Evening—
3:30pm
Friday 3rd - End of Term
Monday 20th - Children to return to school
May
Throughout May - KS1 SATs
Friday 8th - Bank Holiday
Wednesday 13th - KS1 Phonics Evening
Thursday 21st - POPs Disco
Friday 22nd - School closed for Staff Training
Monday 25th - Start of Half Term
June
Monday 1st - Children to return to school
w/c Monday 8th - Year 1 Phonics Testing
Friday 19th - POPStars Talent Show
Monday 20th - Children to return to school
July
Monday 13th - Sports Day AM
Thursday 16th - Reserve Sports Day
Thursday 16th - Year 4 Leavers Disco
Friday 17th - Last day of Term

Attendance matters
A big thank you to parents and carers who keep
us well informed when their children are not in
school, for example because they are too unwell
to attend.
As you know we circulated our new Attendance
Policy earlier in the year and would just like to
highlight the process for reporting absence as
follows:
* On the first day of absence parents are expected to contact the school, by telephone, leaving a message on the absence line or sending an
email before 9am if this is possible.
* The parent reporting the absence should give
the reason for the absence and the expected date
of return in addition to the pupil’s name and class.
* If the date of the return is unknown, regular
contact on a daily basis should be kept with the
school; if the school receives no contact, a member of staff will follow up. This could include conducting home visits to check on the welfare of a
child/ren.
If you would like to see our full Attendance Policy,
it is available on the Federation Website,
www.pinvinfed.co.uk under the Policy link on the
homepage.

Reception
Reception have been exploring the topic of Castles. They have been reading and writing about 'Jack and
the Beanstalk' and have been making wonderful models of castles. Some of the turrets were really
impressive. Well done Reception!

Year One
Year 1 have been immersed in the frozen landscape of 'The Snow Queen' They have created some
fantastic icy inspired works of art, they have been writing super sentences with similes and have learnt
the story of 'The Snow Queen' using words and

Year Two
Year 2 have been exploring the United Kingdom. They have learnt about the flags and the
capital cities of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. In addition they have been
exploring the Art of L.S. Lowry and they have been comparing two of his pictures. They used
great vocabulary including words like 'urban' and 'industrial'. The class are very much looking
forward to their United Kingdom Arts morning with their parents on Thursday 13th February.

Year 3 Cricket
Emma from Worcestershire County Cricket Club has been coming in on a Friday afternoon to teach us
Cricket. We are learning to bat the ball and we have developed our throwing and catching skills through fun
games. Our favourite game so far is 'Splat!' Whoever wins gets to choose a forfeit for the rest of the class.
Theo, Hollie-Mae, Melissa and Ruben chose for the class to do 50 star jumps!
Written by Charlotte and Theo, Y3

Year 4
On Wednesday the 22nd of January 2020, we had a deforestation debate. In this debate, we had
lots of different roles given to us such as: lumberjacks, fundraisers, scientists and many more. We
chose a piece of paper, which had a role on, at random.
We then held a debate about deforestation as our character. It was great fun pretending to be in
role. Mrs Coote was the chairperson and ensured we listened to each other’s arguments!
At the end we held a vote (still in our characters) and the majority were in favour of deforestation!
After that, we held a personal opinion vote and EVERYONE was against deforestation.
Written by Poppy ,Millie ,Lotty and Sophie

Road Works
Please remember that there are scheduled works going on at the
Pinvin Junction starting with temporary traffic lights which will be in
operation from w/c 27th January and also the closure of Terrace
Road between the junction of A4104/A44 for 100m of Terrace Road
towards the Railway Station from Saturday 15th February until
Sunday 23rd February. These dates are in half term but it may cause
disruption passed these dates.
More details can be found in the letters section of our website.

Medication
If your child requires ad-hoc medication please can you visit the School office to fill out a form
detailing dosage and a trained first aider will ensure the correct medication is taken during the
school day.
Please also ensure the medication is labelled with your child's name and class.
Thank you

Photo Consent—GDPR
We would like to include lots of lovely pictures in our newsletter, if you haven’t already
please ensure you fill out a data consent form which can be found on the website or you
can get one from your child’s teacher. This will let us know if you are happy for your child
to appear in the newsletter showing their amazing work and what the class has been up to
this week.

Useful Information
Please ensure your child comes into school every day with a water bottle.
If your child will be absent from school please ensure you call the office (01386 554 196) as
soon as possible and either speak to a member of staff or leave a message on the answer machine explaining why they are absent.
If your child has a sickness bug they will need to be kept off school for 48 hours after the last
sickness/diarrhoea episode.

Books and Biscuits Drop-in Session
We were delighted with the fantastic support for our "Books and Biscuits" Parent reading drop-in session last
Wednesday! It was wonderful to see the positive reading atmosphere across every classroom and we were thrilled
that so many parents, grandparents and siblings were able to attend. Following on from this success, we will hold
these sessions half-termly so watch this space for future dates.

Librarian Visit
On Wednesday the 8th January the First school enjoyed an
informative visit from our local Pershore Librarian Jodie. She
spoke to the whole school about how to join the library before
visiting each class for reading sessions based around their new
class topics. We have forms and leaflets available in school if
anyone would like more information on joining the library.

Gold Assembly Dates — 9:00am

Friday 24th January —General

School Gates
We understand that
mornings can be a bit of a
rush with the school drop off
but please can parents/
carers be considerate of
children that are getting off
school buses and walking
into school. There have been
a few incidents of cars
pulling into school at speed
and being unaware of
students walking to the gate.

Friday 31st January —General
Friday 7th February —General
Friday 14th February—Year 4 Malvern
Assembly
Friday 21st February —Half Term
Friday 28th February —General
Friday 6th March —Year 2
Friday 13th March —Year 1 Castle Trip
Friday 20th March—Reception
Mothers Day
Friday 27th March—Year 3
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Friday 3rd April—General

