March 2020

Newsletter
Words from the Executive Head teacher...
Dear Parents and carers
It has been an incredibly busy few weeks since half term and the children have been fully engaged with all other sporting
opportunities and other focus activities. World Book Day and the Extreme Reading competition were great successes and details of this
can be found within this newsletter.
As I mentioned in my letter earlier this week I am delighted to be able to share the news that Mrs Sandra Jennings has been appointed
as our new substantive Headteacher of both St Nicholas CE School and Pinvin CE First schools as of September 1st 2020. As a school
community we are delighted that all the excellent work we have started since September 2019 will continue in both schools providing
continuity and drive to both schools improvement plans. Mrs Jennings has extensive experience in leading schools at many levels and
the fact that she knows both schools so well will really help with our planning for September. Now this appointment has been made we
will be able to make the other permanent leadership appointments that we require for both schools. As soon as these are made we will
let you all know so you can rest assured that the future leadership of the Federation is in safe hands.
Best wishes
Judith Tinsley
On a completely different note you will see that we have added the most up to date guidance on the management of the
Coronavirus outbreak. Please be assured that we are continuing to monitor the situation very closely and have put some contingency
plans in place should we have to make any serious decisions about school closure. We have also updated and sent out all of the log in
details for our on line learning packages just in case.

Words from the Head teacher...
Dear Parents and carers,
Wow! This half term has been action packed so far with celebrations such as World Book Day, Science
Afternoon, lots of trips out, pancakes and we even managed to squeeze in some official visitors! On behalf of
the team of PFS I would like to say how proud and impressed we were by our pupils who displayed confidence
and polite manners when talking to the Ofsted Inspectors. I would also like to say a huge thank you to parents
and carers who took the time to send text messages, complete questionnaires and speak to the inspectors.
I would also like to express the school’s gratitude for your continued support of our measures to reduce the
risks associated with the coronavirus. Having a staggered start in the morning and pupils being dropped at the
gate allows staff to support pupils more effectively with their hand washing. Each Class will be sending home a
pack of printed activities including some topic work (this will also be on our website) that can be used in the
event of a school closure. Class teachers will also be able to set activities and be able to feedback through our
online learning platforms Purple Mash and Education City (another login will be sent home).
Best Wishes
Mrs Rose

Our Diverse World—Science Afternoon

Year 4 investigated floating and sinking they
made boats and placed
coins onto the boats to
see how many the boats
could carry before they
sank.

Pancake Day

Dates for your diary
March
Friday 20th - POPs Non Uniform Day fundraiser
April
Friday 3rd - End of Term
Monday 20th - Children to return to school
May
Throughout May - KS1 SATs
Friday 8th - Bank Holiday
Wednesday 13th - KS1 Phonics Evening
Thursday 21st - POPs Disco
Friday 22nd - School closed for Staff Training
Monday 25th - Start of Half Term
June
Monday 1st - Children to return to school
w/c Monday 8th - Year 1 Phonics Testing
Friday 19th - POPStars Talent Show
Monday 20th - Children to return to school
July
Monday 13th - Sports Day AM
Thursday 16th - Reserve Sports Day
Thursday 16th - Year 4 Leavers Disco
Friday 17th - Last day of Term

Reception

What a busy time we have had in reception since our last
newsletter. We have been visited by the Fire Brigade which
was very exciting. We have been on a visit to our local
church, Mrs Gibbs and Mrs Prudden cooked us delicious
pancakes and we have been busy making a wonderful
Easter Garden. Mrs Groves and Mrs Kilby.

Year One

Year 1 had an amazing trip to Warwick Castle. One of the highlights of the day was visiting the Tower of
500 steps, once you started you couldn’t stop...luckily we made all made it to the top. What a fantastic
finale to our wonderful topic. The children made lots of memories and it helped to bring their learning
alive. Mrs Bennett and Mrs Greenfield.

Year Two

Year 2 or should I say the ‘Fire Children’ performed their wonderful dance for parents.
It was wonderful to see the joy on their faces as they performed the dance that they
had previously performed at the 2020 Cluster Dance Festival. The children said “it
was very exciting to dance and good fun to see to the cheerleaders perform” and “it
was good fun to watch the other schools dance”. Mrs Sanders and Mrs Hames

Year 3
Year 3 were learning about Antarctica and Bradfield’s first expedition to Antarctica. They really enjoyed learning about the flora and
fauna of Antarctica and creating their own posters to showcase their
learning. Mrs Tudge and Mrs Smith.

Year 4—Trip to Malvern
In January, we visited Malvern for our
three day Residential trip. We took
part in various challenging activities
(quad pole, zip wire, archery, waffle
net, bridges, low ropes, orienteering
and tunnels) and walked to the top of
the Malvern Hills at night. We worked
hard at being independent by making
our own sandwiches for lunch, making
our own beds and helping each other
to tie shoe laces! We really enjoyed
having our ‘own time’ to play in the
common room and chat in our dorms.
The instructors were really helpful and
made us feel safe. We only wish that the trip had been for longer.

Tag Rugby

Tag Rugby
On Wednesday 26th February we took part in the Year 4 Cluster Rugby
Tournament at Pinvin First School. We were quite nervous as we held the
trophy and were keen to keep it again for another year. We played against 5
other schools and won three and drew two games, which meant that we
were clear overall winners Well done year 4!

Contact Details
Please can you ensure we have a current mobile phone number for parents/carers as
we communicate mostly via text to get messages to you quickly and promptly.

For situations like school closures due to weather etc. we will inform you via text messages and our Facebook page.

Medication
If your child requires ad-hoc medication please can you visit the School office to fill out a form
detailing dosage and a trained first aider will ensure the correct medication is taken during the
school day.
Please also ensure the medication is labelled with your child's name and class.
Thank you

Photo Consent—GDPR
We would like to include lots of lovely pictures in our newsletter, if you haven’t already
please ensure you fill out a data consent form which can be found on the website or you
can get one from your child’s teacher. This will let us know if you are happy for your child
to appear in the newsletter showing their amazing work and what the class has been up to
this week.

Useful Information
Please ensure your child comes into school every day with a water bottle.
If your child will be absent from school please ensure you call the office (01386 554 196) as
soon as possible and either speak to a member of staff or leave a message on the answer machine explaining why they are absent.
If your child has a sickness bug they will need to be kept off school for 48 hours after the last
sickness/diarrhoea episode.

World Book Day

The children had a wonderful day celebrating World Book Day and attended school wearing fantastic
costumes inspired by their favourite book characters. Throughout the day the children visited each
classroom and experienced themed activities including designing their own book marks, creating puppets
and completing a book scavenger hunt. At the end of the day the pupils shared their love of reading during
a books and biscuits reading session with parents and grown-ups from home. Thank you for all of your
support creating the wonderful costumes, completing our Extreme Reading Challenge and joining us to
celebrate reading for pleasure.

School Gates
We understand that
mornings can be a bit of
a rush with the school
drop off but please can
parents/carers be
considerate of children
that are getting off
school buses and walking
into school. There have
been a few incidents of
cars pulling into school at
speed and being
unaware of students
walking to the gate.
Pinvin First School
Main Street,
Pinvin,
Worcestershire
WR10 2ER
Phone: 01386 554 196
E-mail:
office@pinvinfed.co.uk

