The Pinvin Federation
Newsletter
November 21st 2020
Dear All,
Yet another exciting week here at The Federation.
On Tuesday Ofsted completed a virtual visit with myself and the Senior Leadership Team at St Nicholas Middle
School as part of a National collection of Data on how schools have coped during COVID. They will produce a
published letter of their findings – I will signpost you to this when it is published which will not be for a while as they
are released in batches and are sent to the DfE first. Please be aware that this is not an evaluative visit of the school
and is not to make any kind of judgement or assessment but an interim visit to gather data for the government.
Details of these visits and their purpose can be found here: Interim phase: maintained schools and academies GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
We are very pleased that the visit went very well and allowed us the opportunity to express and evidence all the hard
work staff have put in and how well we have all coped with these difficult times.
Children had their Flu jabs as arranged and all went smoothly. We are really pleased that we still can report no
positive confirmed COVID cases in either school since returning at half term, although a few children have been in
isolation due to family members or other contact within the community and our attendance is good. Let’s hope and
pray that this continues to be the case between now and Christmas! Thank you all for your continued support.
Have a great week and please enjoy reading this week’s newsletter!
Best wishes
Mrs Jennings
Please see this message from West Mercia Police.
As a Force we are receiving complaints about school children congregating after school and hanging around in
groups. We appreciate that you will have sent this message out already but could we ask that the children are
reminded to disperse quickly and avoid being in groups.
We are fully appreciative that you have large numbers of pupils leaving at the end of each day and that it can
take a while for them to spread out on their way home. If they do want to stop in local shops on their way home,
they should follow the social distancing guidelines and wear a mask (unless they are exempt)
Primary schools, if you could also remind parents to follow social distancing and avoid gathering in groups.
We know it’s difficult and appreciate your support in getting this message out.
Safer Schools Team,
South Worcestershire
Email: saferschoolssw@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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Help us raise funds by donating a
£1.00 and wearing a Christmas
jumper / Christmas colours on
Christmas Jumper Day !
Friday 11th December 2020

Help

Please note that this is also
Christmas Dinner Day – Please
book a dinner for your child
through Parent Pay if you wish
them to have one.

Making Christmas decorations and really focused
concentration during a game of Chess in
Wraparound at SNMS this week!

PERSHORE FOODBANK

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS
Learn more
Give Help | Pershore Foodbank
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As a school, St Nicholas Middle School is taking part in the Worcestershire Middle School STEM Challenge on
the 16th December. This will be all morning and will be practical and fun Science! The challenge focuses on how
technology has revolutionised the agricultural industry through use of drones and other technology.
As part of the morning, the children will be making models/prototypes so we need to collect lots of items in
preparation.
Please bring in things such as cereal boxes, packaging, empty plastic bottles / cartons (washed), wool, etc. Please
send in a plastic bag and all items will be quarantined before use as per COVID guidelines before use. If we don't
have many materials then we won't be able to do the challenge well so please support us by sending these items in.
We might win prizes!
Many thanks
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Sycamore class
have been
learning about the
story of the
Gingerbread Man.
For one of their
Maths lessons,
the children were
asked to take one
bite out of their
gingerbread to
see which part
most of them ate
first.
The children also
participated in odd socks
day for Anti-bullying week

Oak class have been making rain gauges
and checking them to record daily rainfall.

Please check your emails this week – We are sending out an important letter with regard to the uncertainty for
parents around the two tier / three tier system in Worcestershire and we wish to reassure you currently of our
position in light of several of our feeder schools having already consulted or in the process of consulting to become
Primary Schools.
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Important Reminder.
Please remember that the school gates do not open
until 8.30 am. We appear to have more and more
children turning up before the gates are open and being
left unsupervised.
Also parents are parking in the turning circle which is
disrupting the arrival and departure of the buses and is
also dangerous for pupils.
We do have our wrap around acre provision if you need
to bring children earlier than 8.30am and places before
and after school are available most days. Please
contact the office.

Children’s Books for Christmas

Fantastic quality Children’s books – Great ideas for
Christmas Presents. Help foster a love of reading.
Click or copy and paste the link below to browse the
catalogue and for local orders and deliveries.
Ctrl and Click to follow link
Browse from a local supplier – Children’s books

If you have a local business related to Children’s
Education we would be happy to support you as part of
our school community. Unfortunately, we can only
promote business linked to EDUCATION. Please email
office@pinvinfed.co.uk
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Maple Class this week.
Was Guy Fawkes a hero or a villain?
Character Descriptions

Ash Class have been thinking about how
everyone has similarities and differences and
how we should all celebrate our differences.
Also, some very tricky addition problems.

Willow class investigating
Shape and Symmetry
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Brilliant piece of writing by James in 7H
The children are reading War Horse which is inspiring them to learn more about the war.
War Horse is set before and during World War 1 it tells of the journey of Joey, a bay,
thoroughbred horse raised by British teenager Albert (Irvine), as he is bought by the British
Army, leading him to encounter numerous individuals and owners throughout Europe, all the
while experiencing the tragedies of the war happening around him.
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The children in Middle School will have been shown this Powerpoint in their class this week. They can enter the
competition to write a mini saga. See the link to look at the information. It would be brilliant for us to send some
entries in. The title is ‘A Wander In The Woods’ and the story needs to be 100 words. Entries to Miss Smith by 17th
December please!
•
•
•
•

1st Prize
The Young Writers' Award of Excellence and a bundle of books for their school library for the school with the
best selection of entries overall.
2 x Runners-Up
Each receives a framed certificate and a bundle of books for their school library! (Winners will be chosen from
entries received in the 2020/2021 academic year.)
o PLUS
Every participating school receives a complimentary copy of the book their pupils feature in.
Miss Smith will also give an in house competition from her prize box for the one that she likes the most!
House points for runners up too!

MFL Fun Day!
On 15th December we are going to be
learning about Christmas around the
world and in different countries.
SNMS will be focusing on the
countries as per the poster and PFS
children will be finding out about
Father Christmas around the world.
The children will be asked to wear
clothes which match the colours of
one of the flags of the 4 countries on
the poster.
8

O
U
T
D
O
O

Mr Dodson’s Forest School.
This week the Year 6 Forest School Group
firstly carried out a visual review of what they
did last week, and then they embraced other
activities such as shelter building, learning
some more knots.
Putting up the shelter involved problem solving,
teamwork, practical survival techniques, gross
and fine motor development and
communication; some of them had brought hot
chocolate (I brought some for the rest) and they
really enjoyed the session
We also have been given a range of bird houses
and insect house to build – Pics to follow at a
later date!
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Forest Schools are nature-based
communities where trained practitioners
nurture learner-led exploration and
discovery, nurturing meaningful
experiences for positive lifelong impacts.creating learner inspired experiences
based on exploration and discovery.

G
Inspire, Discover, Achieve
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